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■ ' r '- 1 - !’ w hat 'evidence on the topic of /brother, who served as his 'At-! 

i assassinations was forthcoming jitorney General. " ! 

1 from different sources, includ-,| p,j r . Mankiewicz and' Mr.j 
ing the Rockefeller commission,;! v/ailinsky said that Mr. Ford’s/ 

act ton LgainsT^cmral In tdii-| Jcision against making public, 

gence Agency officials or oth- the assassination material was, 
ers. was considered. “a hit and run smear’ on the! 

Mr. Levi also disclosed, ‘un-; reputations of the two dead. 
Special t"> The New ,7ork Times 1 der questioning on the ABC men. I 

WASHINGTON. June 8 -At- 1 whose Administrations the pos-, Kot yet puKlici 

sibilitjr of such" assassination! co of the report' interest group in Washington, 

“ reportedly consid-j of th president’s commission; made a formal request yester-! 

violated state or ] 00 king into allegedly illegal] day for the full report. The 
“A consideration! C.I. A. activities, headed by Vice! request was made in accord- 
‘ President Rockefeller., ;ance with the Freedom of 

- - | Information Act. 

But . he. added, that, he was a The Attorney General said 
“quite sure that any material - t 0 ( j a y that his response to such, 
which will be relevant on a ; a request would depend “on the 
„ , , , ^ . . violation of law will be given; nature of what is in the re- 

But he left open the question! j - 0 Department of Justice. ,nalurc - - • 

' ' * President Ford is expected 


tomey General Edward H. Levi 
said today that it was not with- 
in the constitutional authority 
of the President of . the United 
States to order the assassina- 
tion of foreign heads of state. 

The question of the full ex, 
tent of the President’s implied i 
constitutional powers, Mr. Levi 
cautioned, is a “complicated” 
one, and he suggested- that ex- 
tenuating factors influencing 
the national security would 
have to be taken into account. 

But he declared, “I think it 
is important in terms of the 
morality of our country, our 
way of life and the. things we 
believe in, to say that it really 
is beyond the power of the 
President to order assassina- 
tion.” 

The Attorney General em- 
phasized that he was not sug- 


plots was reportedly consid 
ered, ' had 
Federal laws 
of alternatives is not the samej 
thing as ordering the viola- 
tion,” he said. 

‘Wait and See’ Attitude 


of whether any of the living, 
subordinates of the two dead: to announce at a news con- 
leaders who might have been 1 ference scheduled 101 /. I 

° . . ‘ . D M TT; 


involved in drawing lip and : m roWcp m' um 

attempting to implement sucH of|' Justice Department at 


P.M. Eastern daylight time to - 1 


port,” and that it would not be 
turned over under the Freedom 
of Information Act if its con- 
tents bore on an ongoing crim- 
inal investigation. 


schemes might be subjected to! 300-page report’that do not' President Ford’s J^est, has 
a criminal investigation by the deal with "alleged official .at- b^lookmg ,nto th ibii ty 
Justice Department. . ' i tempts at foreign assassins- j 

That prospect, Mr. Levi said, ! * ! — — : * v — 

would depend on “how many 
steps were taken,” and to what I 


extent the plots went beyond 
“the' talking stage,” 

The Department of Justice, 


gesting that Presidents Eisen-J he said ’ wou!d -'wait and see’ 
bower and Kennedy, under 


Administration officials have! Xclosed S 

ggested that the chapter on, 

citizens, such as the opening of] 
mail, domestic wiretapping! 


suggested 

what reportedly were .C.I. A. -in- 
spired schemes to assassinate 

,?i?djo b is“n r “Ae°Scom,n!i:! “r. Levi declined to say 

I tee that is inquiring into Ainer-| day at what .,ta ,e that : 1 m sti , 
ican Intelligence operations. jgation stood, but J ustice toe , 

The Rockefeller, commission] ^^gr^wiUHts 3 general focus 


concluded its five-month inves 
tigation of the C.I.A.’s domestic; 
activities and the purported at- 
tempts at assassination early 


have said that little, if any, 
ciearcut evidence of criminal 
wrongdoing by C.LA. agents 
has thus far been uncovered. 


last week. The panel's full re-'! On » 

-• . , t ** r- j v 'suggested that he might be in- 

port was handed to Mr. Ford by, | t penait investigators 

tin a Vw-a PrAGtrl pnf An FnHnv ! * . - ^ « 1 . ' l . 


the Vice President on Friday. 

Mr. Ford’s decision not to re 
lease the material on assassina-ij 
tion attempts, the facet of the 


j! for the Senate Select Commit- 
tee on Intelligence Activities to 
examine “raw,” or unevaluated, 
file of the Federal Bureau of 


investigation that has provoked ;'! Investigation if he was con- 


the most public comment thus: 
far, came as aa surprise to! 
many who had been following' 
the commission’s activities. 
Frank Mankiewicz and Adam 


vinced that their confidentiality 
could be protected, 

The Attorney General has 
previously cied refusals by his 
predecessors to make such files 
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Walinsky, two former aides to ^ vailable t0 - committees of 
the late Robert F. Kennedy ac-:; c in expressing his 

cused the commissions staff , ft 0 . t) ,„ n- 

today of having “hinted, leaked, .concern about the Jus ce De 
winked and alleged” that C.LA. par^mciUa responsibil / 
plots to assassinate Mr. Castro guard against tneir unauti.or- 
had been “countenanced or.. lze d disclosure. ■ 

even authorized and approved”;] Mr. Levi reiterated, today, 
by President Kennedy or his’/however, that he had refused! 

; a request from a House judici-j 

ary subcommittee that auditors 
.for the General Accounting; 
Office be permitted to examine; 
the F.B.I.’s intelligence files on’ 
a random basis, so as to gauge: 
their contents. I 

He would "seriously con-: 
sider,” he said, such a request 
from the Senate select commit-! 
tee or another body for such- 
as forthcoming,' 
fiercer; ‘T don’t know! 
whether they are going to de- 
mand to see the raw files.” 
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